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VALLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH

STATEMENT OF FAITH

1. There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. ( Deuteronomy 6:4;  Matthew 5:48; Matthew 28:19)
2. Jesus Christ is true God and true man.  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust, as a substitutionary sacrifice, and all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood.  He arose from the dead according to the Scriptures.  He is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high as our great High Priest.  He will come again to establish His kingdom of righteousness and peace. (Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 1:36-38 I Peter 3:18; Hebrews 2:9;  Romans 5:9; Acts 2:23-24; Hebrews 8:1; Matthew 26:64)

3.  The Holy Spirit is a divine person, sent to indwell, guide, teach, empower the believer, and convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. ( John 14:15-18; John 16:13, Acts 1:8; John 16:7-11)

4.  The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men. They constitute the divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice. ( II Peter 1:20-2, II Timothy 3:15-16)

5. People were originally created in the image and likeness of God; they fell through disobedience, incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death.  All people are, since Adam and Eve, born with a sinful nature, are separated from the life of God, and can be saved only through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The portion of the impenitent and unbelieving is existence forever in conscious torment; and that of the believer, in everlasting joy and happiness. (Genesis 1:27; Romans 3:23; I Corinthians 15:20-23; Revelation 21:8;   Revelation 21:1-4)

6.  Salvation has been provided through Jesus Christ for all people, and those who repent and believe in Him are born again of the Holy Spirit, receive the gift of eternal life, and become the children of God. (Titus 3:4-7)

7.  It is the will of God that each believer should be filled with the Holy Spirit and be sanctified wholly, being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated to the will of God, thereby receiving power for holy living and effective service.  This is both a crisis and a progressive experience wrought in the life of the believer subsequent to conversion. 
(I Thessalonians 5:23; Acts 1:8; Romans 6:1-14)

8. Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the healing of the mortal body.  Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil are taught in the Scriptures and are privileges for the Church in this present age. ( Matthew 8:16-17; James 5:13-16)

9. The Church consists of all those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His blood, and are born again of the Holy Spirit. Christ is the Head of the Body, the Church, which has been commissioned by Him to go into all the world as a witness, proclaiming the gospel to all nations.  The local church is a body of believers in Christ who are joined together for the worship of God, for edification through the Word of God, for prayer, fellowship, the proclamation of the gospel, and observance of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper.  (Ephesians 1:22-23; Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-47).

10.  There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the 

      former, a resurrection unto life; for the latter, and a resurrection unto  

      judgment. (Corinthians 15:20-23; John 5:28-29)

11.  The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be 

      personal, visible, and premillennial.  This is the believer's blessed hope 

      and is a vital truth which is an incentive to holy living and faithful service. 

      ( Hebrews 10:37; Luke 21:27;Titus 2:11-14)
*******

One who wishes to join the Valley Community Church as a member should be in full agreement with this Statement of Faith.
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

         This is an application for Associate Membership in the Valley Community Church.   There are many ways to join local churches.  In some cases a desire to join indicated to the pastor is sufficient for membership.  At the Valley Community Church, we believe that the Bible teaches that to join a local church one must be a member of the CHURCH, that body of believers in Jesus Christ which is worldwide.  


Some people have different ideas of “salvation” and how they will get there.  Some think that if they are ever going to get to heaven, they will have to earn it.   If they live a good moral life, go to church, provide for their family, etc., then maybe God would accept them into heaven.   This erroneous idea is that there must be some way to earn eternal salvation...to earn the right to spend eternity in heaven.  But those who have read the Bible carefully find that this is NOT what God says in His Word.  


What the BIBLE says about eternal salvation, and how to know it, is very clear and simple.   The following outline is not a magical formula, but it does follow the basic steps the Word of God gives for receiving eternal life.  The Bible speaks of  “believing” and “receiving” with the “heart” (the very core of human beingness).   This simple Biblical plan states the following:

    
1.   Salvation is an absolutely free gift!   We can't earn it, work for it, 

or merit it in some way...it's free!   One passage in the Bible that makes that very clear is Romans 6:23,

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."  

You can't earn a gift...or it isn't a gift anymore!   Eternal life is a free gift.   God said it, and you can count on it!     It’s important to know, also that…

    
2.  God loves you with a great love.   His love for you is so great He was willing to give His only son so that you can spend eternity with Him.   It doesn’t matter who you are or how evil your life has been God loves you.  This is clear from     Romans 5:8,

      
"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."

But even though salvation is a free gift, God loves you, and Christ died for you....    

    
3.  You still have a sin problem.   The Bible teaches that all of us have sinned, in God's sight, and none of us is good enough to get into heaven, because God's standard is perfection.   All of us have failed to keep God's commandments all of the time.   Is there anyone who has never broken even one of God's laws?   The Bible says, and Romans 3:23 affirms,

    
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God!"    

Only one person ever lived a life without sin…Jesus Christ.   Does this mean salvation is a free gift, but none of us can have it because we are sinners?    Only up to a point.   You see God loves us, "while we are still sinners."   He did NOT say you had to "clean up your life" to become worthy of heaven.   You see, He provided, not only a WAY of salvation...through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, but a PLAN of salvation!   

This Plan has given you and me a way to apply the salvation provided by Christ to your life and mine.   Let me explain this a little more.   Since this is a simple outline of God’s Plan of Salvation, you may have questions regarding God and Jesus.   The Bible says that God is merciful and loving, but the Bible also says that God is just and holy and righteous and that he must punish sin.   God does not want to punish us, but by His nature He must deal with sin.  What is the answer to this dilemma?  God, in His infinite wisdom, devised a solution!  He sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to solve this problem for all people.   In God's solution, [as the Bible tells us] God placed all our sins on Jesus.   God poured out His punishment for our sins, on Jesus Christ.   Christ in our place, as our substitute, paid the penalty for my sin and yours.     John 3:16 affirms, 

           "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

    that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."

        
We will never understand this whole wondrous solution God worked out or why it had to be that way, at least this side of heaven, but we KNOW that God gave His Son that you and I might have eternal life.   The Bible, God's Word, affirms it.    

    
But how do you apply Christ's death as a substitute penalty for YOUR sins?  How can you receive this gift God has provided?   The Bible gives us the answer....

    
4.  You receive this gift of salvation by faith.   One of many Scripture passages, which tell us about faith in the work of Christ, is found in 

Ephesians 2:8,

           
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from ourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast."    


Let me explain further:   Saving faith is the key that opens the door to heaven.   Many people do not really understand that “saving faith” is not some sort of intellectual assent, but is a biblically-based belief.   

First, notice what saving faith is NOT.   Saving faith is not simply believing in your mind that there is a God and that Jesus lived and died and rose again.   This is only an intellectual assent to certain facts.  It’s like saying to a tightrope walker who has crossed a canyon without a net, “I believe you can do it again.”   

What does the Bible say IS saving faith?   What the Bible means by saving faith is trusting completely in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation.  It means resting in your firm conviction that you have eternal life because of Christ.  It’s getting on the shoulders of the tightrope walker when he goes back across the canyon!  The Bible says that at a certain point in your life, you can pass from 

eternal death to eternal life, and you do this when you truly place your trust in Christ for your eternal salvation.

    
If you have never taken this step and made this important decision, I urge you to do it now.   Jesus says in Revelation 3:20,

         
"Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in...."

    5.  YOU CAN MAKE THIS DECISION RIGHT NOW by taking these simple Biblical steps.   Here is the way the Bible says you can enter this door of eternal life.  Respond with a commitment to these questions:

1]  Do you want to receive the gift of eternal life through faith in Christ? 

-If your answer is YES, keep going…

2]  Are you willing to transfer your trust from yourself and earning your way to heaven through good works you might do and place your trust in Christ? 

-If your answer is YES, keep going…

3]  Are you willing to repent of any known sins in your life which God brings to your mind, and turn from those sins with God’s strength and  follow Christ?  This means to turn from what you have been doing that is not pleasing to God and follow Him as He reveals His will to you in His Word.

    
If you can answer "YES" to these three questions, pray this prayer of 

    commitment....

         “Lord Jesus, I want you to come into my life right now.  I am a sinner in your sight. I have been trusting in other things, but now I put my trust in You alone for salvation.  I believe You died for me.  I accept You now as my own personal Savior.   I receive you as Lord over my life.  Help me to turn from my sins and to follow You.  I accept Your gift of eternal life.  

         I thank you for it in Jesus Name...

                                                      Amen”
     
The Bible says that if you truly believe this in your heart and mind, and 

you have asked God to forgive your sins, He has done just that!   This is not just a formula, it's a series of actions you are taking based on biblical truths.  You may not "feel" any different at this moment, but your life is going to be different.  Count on it!!

    
You will want to seal this commitment as you read the following:

    
“I have prayed this prayer from my heart, and I now sign my name as seal of my firm commitment to Christ on this day:



[name]






  [date]

-------------------- OR  ------------------------------------------------

    
“I have previously made this commitment to Christ at (place & date)





     





 and I now sign this as a reaffirmation of my faith and rededication of my life to Christ on this day:



[name]






  [date]

If you have previously committed you life to Christ and are now affirming that and making application to become an Associate Member, I will meet with you briefly.  After that you will be received into membership at as part of a morning service.  We look forward to having this closer relationship with you.


If you have just now taken this step of faith, it’s the beginning of your new life in Christ!  The Bible has much to say about your life and how it is to be lived.  Read it daily and learn what a wonderful plan God has for you!   If you have made this commitment, you have done all you need to do to become a member of  the Valley Community Church.  I will meet with you briefly and you will be received into “Associate” church membership.  We have two categories of membership, “Regular” and “Associate.” If you are not part of a fellowship of other true Christians, we invite you to join as a Regular member.  If you have any further questions please call or write to:  Jonathan Penland, Pastor, Valley Community Church, 2180 Nichols Lane, Clayton, GA 35025.  Or you may email:  penland@tfc.edu 

Thanks for taking time to read and act on the Scripture contained here.

In Christ,

Jonathan Penland
Pastor

